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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is the first on the merits of the instant application received December 
8, 2005. Claims 14 through 26, as preliminarily amended in the original filing, are 
pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 23 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ishii (6,588,529) in view of Tanabe (6,860,359). 

As per Claim 23, Ishii teaches a motorcycle (1, Figure 1) comprising: 
a seat (8, 9, 1 1 , Figure 1 ) arranged above a rear wheel (3, Figures 1 and 4); 
an exhaust system (Figure 24) including a muffler (131) and an exhaust pipe (149); and 
a lock arm placing section (container box 163) arranged to house a lock arm having left 
and right arm sections and a coupling section (172) for theft prevention of the 
motorcycle (Column 12, Lines 19 to 24); wherein 

the lock arm placing section is arranged under the seat and in front of the muffler (the 
helmet (165) is at the front of locking device (172), which is located at the rear of 
crankcase transmission assembly (39), which is located in front of the muffler (131), 
Figures 4, 5, and 6), and the lock arm placing section is arranged to house the lock arm 
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in a position in which the lock arm is displaced to one side of a center line in a 
motorcycle width direction (Figure 30); and 

the exhaust pipe is substantially parallel to the lock arm placing section in the 
motorcycle width direction, and a section of the exhaust pipe where the exhaust pipe 
and the lock arm placing section are substantially parallel is bent to an opposite side of 
the center line than the lock arm placing section (Figures 4 and 24). 

However, Ishii fails to explicitly disclose the muffler arranged between the seat 
and the rear wheel. 

Tanabe teaches a motorcycle with a muffler (55) arranged between the seat (52) 
and the rear wheel (57). 

Therefore, from the teaching of Tanabe, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the motorcycle of 
Ishii to include a muffler arranged between the seat and the rear tire as taught by 
Tanabe. This would help prevent the rider from being burned by the hot muffler. 

As per Claim 24, Ishii further teaches the motorcycle according to claim 23, 
wherein a connecting section of the exhaust pipe and the muffler is displaced to one 
side of the center line (Figure 24, 149). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 14 through 22, 25, and 26 are allowed. 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 
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Claims 14 through 21 : The prior art or record does not teach nor suggest a 
motorcycle in which a locking device can be stored wherein the right and left arm 
sections of the locking device are located on both sides of the spring unit. 
Claim 22: The prior art or record does not teach nor suggest a motorcycle in 
which a locking device can be stored such that the locking device is located 
lower than the muffler. 

Claims 25, and 26: The prior art or record does not teach nor suggest a 
motorcycle in which a locking device can be stored such that a portion of the 
locking device is outside of the seat rails. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

European Patent Application 1 640 256 A1 , by the same inventor, describes this 

invention. 

US Patent 6,889,789 describes a locking device stored on a motorcycle between 
the seat and the muffler. 

US Patent 6,170,593 describes a locking device stored on a motorcycle 
vertically, under the seat. 

US Patent 5,560,445 describes a locking device stored on a motorcycle under 
the seat. 

US Patent 4,436,232 describes a locking device stored externally. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PATRICK CENTOLANZI whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 270-5791 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays - Thursdays, 7:30 
AM - 5:00 PM; Selected Fridays, 7:30 AM - 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynda Jasmin can be reached on (571) 272-6782. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

PATRICK CENTOLANZI 

Examiner 

Art Unit 4165 

PMC 06/18/08 

/Lynda Jasmin/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4165 
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